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except to the Duchesse de Bourgogne alone, and that
only for a few instants at a time. Thus she had Saint-
Cyr for Versailles and for Marly; and at Marly also a
particular retiring place; at Fontainebleau she had her
town house. Seeing therefore that Monseigneur was
getting on well, and that a long sojourn at Meudon
would be necessary, the upholsterers of the King were
ordered to furnish a house in the park which once be-
longed to the Chancellor le Tellier, but which Mon-
seigneur had bought.

When I arrived at Versailles, I wrote to M. de Beau-
villiers at Meudon praying him to apprise the King
that I had returned on account of the illness of Mon-
seigneur, and that I would have gone to see him, but
that, never having had the small-pox I was included
in the prohibition. M. de Beauvilliers did as I asked,
and sent word back to me that my return had been
very well timed, and that the King still forbade me
as well as Madame de Saint-Simon to go to Meudon.
This fresh prohibition did not distress me in the least.
I was informed of all that was passing there, and that
satisfied me.

There were yet contrasts at Meudon worth noticing.
Mademoiselle Choin never appeared while the King was
with Monseigneur, but kept close in her loft. When
the coast was clear she came out, and took up her po-
sition at the sick man's bedside. All sorts of compli-
ments passed between her and Madame de Maintenon,
yet the two ladies never met. The King asked Ma-
dame de Maintenon if she had seen Mademoiselle
Choin, and upon learning that she had not, was but
ill-pleased. Therefore Madame de Maintenon sent ex-